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THIS TERM’S VALUE IS:

Trust
“Speak the truth in a
spirit of love”
Ephesians 4.15

admin@lydiardmillicentceps.org
DON’T FORGET…

Term Ends - Thursday 17th December
(Staggered pickups: 2.40 pm—3.05 pm)
Term 3 starts: Tuesday 5th January

Dear Parents/Carers,
What a fabulous end to the term we have had. Included in this newsletter, you will see a
snapshot of the festive activities we have enjoyed. Our EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 children did
an amazing job of recording ‘A Bundle of Joy’ for their families and it was exactly that—pure
joy to watch our children perform so confidently together. We hope you enjoyed this too. Our
KS2 children worked so hard to create a beautiful Nativity Trail and they should be very proud
of their individual and collective outcomes.
Today, we enjoyed a party lunch and party games this afternoon and your children will be
taking home a selection box which is a Christmas gift from the staff and tomorrow they will
take home a 2020 Bible Society Nativity Story Booklet which was a gift from the Lydiard
Educational Trust.
This term, we have also welcomed Kieran and Olivia to our school. We hope you and your family
will be very happy at Lydiard.
We are very pleased to share that our Christmas fundraising efforts, as a school community,
have so far raised £255. We are so grateful for everyone’s donations to this very worthy
cause. We will keep the link live until the start of the new term: https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/lydiard-millicent-ce-primary-school
The end of this term gives us the opportunity to reflect on the Autumn Terms and on what has
been the most extraordinary year. We will all have had very different experiences this year
but I am incredibly proud of the children and the staff team for the way they have met
change and challenge with such positivity and I am very grateful to all of you for the support
you have continued to show to our school family throughout. I know that whatever next year
may bring, we will work together to ensure it includes the very best for our children.
I hope that this Christmas period brings you and your family hope, joy and happiness. From all
at Lydiard Millicent, we wish you a very happy and healthy Christmas.
Best wishes,
Mrs C Luce

ARTS MARK
We are delighted to say that our school has been
awarded an Artsmark Silver Award. We are very
proud of this and very grateful to Mrs Jones for
leading the school on this journey.

SPARE CLOTHES
If you have any clothing your child has outgrown - trousers, pants, socks and tights—
for KS1 and EYFS children please can you consider donating these to school.

HAND WASHING
From January, children should only use the hand sanitiser provided by
school and should not be bringing in and using their own. If your child
has a skin problem with using the hand sanitiser, they will be allowed
to wash their hands with soap and water instead. Only hand creams
and lotions prescribed by a doctor are allowed in school.

MESSAGES
Please note any non-covid messages received by the school after 1pm on Friday 18th
December will be responded to on Monday 4th January.

SCHOOL LUNCH MENU
The Sodexo menu from January can be found on the school
website:
http://www.lydiardmillicentceps.org/information/school-meals/
w/c 04 January will be week 1. Children can order meals on the day.
Meals will continue to be free for EYFS, Year 1, Year 2 and FSM children, for
everyone else a meal will cost £2.30. Meals must be paid for on ParentMail and can be
paid for upfront or as your child receives a school meal.

OUTDOOR GALLERY
You may notice an Outdoor Gallery appearing in the school grounds over the next few
weeks! Swindon Gallery are installing The Outdoor Gallery – ten banners showing
artwork from the Swindon Collection of Modern Art. The Gallery will be on site for
two weeks from Monday 4th January until Friday 15th January. Each class will have the
opportunity to use the Gallery for one afternoon during the two week installation. We
look forward to enjoying it!

THANK YOU
Thank you to FOLMS for providing all children with a
Christmas cracker for their Christmas dinner and the
beautiful Christmas Tree at the front of the school.

Thank you to TOOMERS for donating the two Christmas
trees in the playground. It started off Nativity week and
December full of Christmas cheer.

Finally, thank you to the LYDIARD TRUST for providing
a Nativity booklet for all children in our school. Children
will be bringing these home on the last day of term.

MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL GOVERNORS
Dear Pupils, Parent and Careers
The first full-term back has been a very different start to the new school year, with many
changes for us all. We wanted to take this opportunity to say a huge THANK YOU to you all,
for your continued understanding, and support of the staff. They have worked tirelessly to
make the school as safe as possible in these unprecedented times, and you have all played
your parts in also making the school a safe place for us all to be. We hope that 2021 brings
a change for the better and we can start to get back to visiting the pupils in person and see
how they are all progressing in their learning.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The School Governors

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2020
Thank you to everyone who packed, donated and HELPED towards the Operation Christmas
Child 2020 shoebox appeal. An amazing 99 boxes were dropped off at the shoebox drop off
point in Highworth from West Swindon and The Lydiards. What an achievement given our
difficult year! Thank you for helping bring the light of Christ into 99 children’s lives this
Christmas. Heather Benn

NATIVITY— “A BUNDLE OF JOY”
What an amazing performance from EYFS and KS1.

NATIVITY ENRICHMENT WEEK
This term, Key Stage 2 have spent some time learning in more detail about the Nativity and
the story behind the birth of Jesus. Lots of us learned new things (I think everyone was
quite shocked that Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem was 90 miles and 5 days long!)
and enjoyed an opportunity to express ourselves through art and design activities. We
finished up with a (slightly damp) outdoor nativity trail display that showed off some of our
learning outcomes. Over the next few days, all of the photos that we have taken, and a video
of our children partaking in some socially distanced carolling, will be uploaded to the school
website. We have included a few sample photos to get you started!
.

KS2 NATIVITY STORY
KS2 have collaborated on the retelling of the Nativity.
These amazing art creations tell parts of the Nativity story.

CLASS 2 VICTORIAN DAY—TUESDAY 1ST DECEMBER
We had a wonderful day as we went back in time to become Victorian school children. We had
two chimney sweeps visit as well on their day off!
We played Victorian playground games such as ring throw, skittles, skipping and hoops. We also
made some split pin puppets and a brilliant cup and ball game. We then had a chance to practise
with the cup and ball . Although it was tricky we soon got the hang of it. We didn’t do PE , instead we had “drill” in the playground.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
The rain didn't manage to put a dampener on our celebrations! A scrumptious lunch served by
teachers, TAs and MDSAs with class themed Christmas hats, music, crackers and great friends.
Thank you to the kitchen staff for all of their efforts to make this meal so special.

PARKING & COMMUNITY
We ask that all parents park safely around our school locality and that access to
the lane and driveways is never compromised. Under no circumstances should
parents park on double yellow lines or disobey the parking restrictions in the
village.
Please ensure that children are supervised at all times walking down the lane and
that drivers are extra cautious where children are walking and/or getting in/out
of their cars.

LYDIARD’S GOT TALENT!
If you would like your child to be mentioned for an out of school achievement, please
email admin@lydiardmillicentceps.org with ‘Out of School Achievement’ as the subject.
In the email, please include what you would like mentioned. Unless you state otherwise,
we will use a child’s first name and their year group.

NUT FREE SCHOOL
Our school aims to be a nut free school as we have children
with severe food allergies. We therefore ask you to ensure
that products containing nuts are not brought into school for
any purpose.
Many thanks for your support with this.

SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION
Parent Zone recognises parents/carers are doing a great job in supporting their children’s
emotional wellbeing in these unprecedented times and believe parents/carers should have
the best possible resources available and accessible. Ollee is a virtual friend for children
aged 8-11, created by Parent Zone and aims to make a difference to children’s emotional
wellbeing.
Funded by BBC Children in Need’s A Million & Me initiative.
Ollee is designed to help children:
• reflect on how they feel
• process their experiences with
support and help from their parents/ carers
• offers advice about a range of subjects: family, friends, school and more.
The app is available to download now.
Visit ParentZone’s website here and sign up for their bulletins.

REPORTING CONFIRMED CASES OF COVID
Should we need to inform you that your child has been identified as a close contact, we will
do this via our usual communication system – ParentMail. You will receive a text message to
alert you and ask you to read a letter sent out by the school in consultation with Public
Health.
You must contact school if:


Your child develops symptoms within 48 hours of last being in school. This will alert
us to the fact that there is a suspected case of coronavirus (COVID-19) and enable
us to be ready in the event of a confirmed case.



Your child tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) if symptoms developed within
48 hours of your child of last being in school. The school will assist in identifying
close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious
whilst in school.



Your child is not symptomatic but tested positive within 48 hours of last being in
school. You should make contact by emailing
confirmedcovid@lydiardmillicentceps.org. This email address should only be used for
this purpose. This email address will be monitored for an hour each day (9-10am) up
to and including Wednesday 23rd December.

You do not need to contact the school if:


Your child tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms
more than 48 hours since last being in school. You should follow contact tracing
instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. Any absence at the start of the term
should be reported in the usual way. It is our hope that we will not need these
measures but it is essential that we are all prepared.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

CLASS R - Zak
CLASS 1 - Leslie-James
CLASS 2 - Celina, Eliza, Jessica, Louis
CLASS 3 - Tyler
CLASS 4 - Lily, Tilly, Zachary
CLASS 5 - Ava, Eliza, Harry, Jamie, Lilly
CLASS 6 - Emily

% Attendance to date

ATTENDANCE:

96.5%

EYFS

98.2%

YEAR 1

98.1%

YEAR 2

96.2%

YEAR 3

96.6%

YEAR 4

97.3%

YEAR 5

96.3%

YEAR 6

92.8%

DIARY DATES
Dec

17

Break up at normal time (2.40 pm—3.05 pm)
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Jan

Feb

18

TD Day

4

TD Day

5

Term 3 Starts

15

Deadline for applying for primary school places

12

TD Day and start of half term

22

Term 4 starts

