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THIS TERM’S VALUE IS:

Trust
“Speak the truth in a spirit of love” Ephesians 4.15

Dear Parents/Carers,
Everyone’s safety continues to be a top priority for our school and an update can be
found on the second page of this newsletter as a reminder of the ways in which we can
continue to work together to make our school environment as safe as possible. The team
are working incredibly hard to implement the required measures and still keep things as
normal and as positive as possible for the children.
Our value this term is Trust. Click here or visit the school website under Vision and
Values for ideas and activities for families to explore the value of trust and have fun
together!
And finally, we are pleased to announce that, as from Monday, the school should begin to
look a little different. With roofing repairs nearing completion, we are hoping that all
scaffolding will have been removed and the site cleared enabling us to improve our
building aesthetics considerably and return back to our new normal.
Wishing you all a lovely weekend.
Best wishes
Mrs J dos Santos

ATTENDANCE:
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COVID SAFETY
Here is a reminder of some of the things we are doing to keep our school
family as safe as possible:


Staggered drop-off and pick-up times.



Classes working in ‘bubbles’ with separate zones for break and lunch.



Parents/carers and visitors wearing face coverings when on site.



Staff wearing face shields at drop off and pick up.



Ensuring all rooms are well-ventilated.



Social distance markers placed around the site.



Increased cleaning routines (carried out by school staff) during the school day
including classrooms, work areas, communal areas and toilets.



Regular handwashing and reminders of effective hygiene routines (e.g. catch it, bin
it, kill it).



Limiting movement around the school.



Restricting visitors to essential work only.



Publishing relevant Covid-19 information for parents/carers on our website.

Parents/carers should:






Wear a face covering/mask when on site;
Ensure that the School Office has an up-to-date emergency contact number;
Ensure that phone calls from school are answered or messages are responded to as
soon as possible.
Ensure that children are not sent to school when they are unwell. Parents should not
give medication such as Calpol before school which may mask Covid symptoms.
Book a test for their child if they show symptoms of Covid-19.

If anyone in your household has Covid-19 symptoms, you must not send your child to
school.
If anyone in your household tests positive for Covid-19, you must not send your child
to school.
Please see the Wiltshire flowchart on our school website for further details including
information on isolating.
It is essential that we are informed of confirmed Covid-19 cases in Lydiard pupils as soon
as possible.
During school hours, please phone or email our School Office— 01793 770571 /
admin@lydiardmillicentceps.org
Out of school hours, please email: confirmedcovid@lydiardmillicentceps.org
CHRISTMAS
We are busily planning our usual Christmas preparations and celebrations albeit in slightly
different forms this year. Communication will be sent next week detailing events for
Key Stages, Christmas lunch, Christmas parties, Christmas jumpers etc.

FOLMS
FOLMS (Friends of Lydiard Millicent School) would like to say hello and welcome to all
new parents and children this year. Normally we would have been in touch much earlier
but sadly this year we haven’t been able to do any of our usual fundraising events or tuck
shop. This does unfortunately include the Christmas cards the children normally do,
however the good news is we will still be making Christmas tree decorations! This year will
work slightly differently and we are asking parents to order and pay for their decorations
via ParentMail in advance. Each decoration is £2.50 and closing date for anyone who would
like to order is Friday 27th November.
If you would like to know more about FOLMS and how you can help please get in touch, we
are currently a very small team in need of some extra helpers, especially someone who can
fill the position of secretary but any help is much appreciated!

CHILDREN IN NEED
We raised

£450

for Children in Need.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH !

MESSAGE FROM THE LEADER OF RAINBOWS
Rainbows has been running at the school for 18 years and would
be happy to continue! - however I have decided to take a break
so we are looking for a new leader or two.
Currently we have been meeting at 5pm on a Wednesday, but I
am sure this could be changed if need be.
Here is a link to further information about volunteering
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/getting-started-as-avolunteer/
or anyone can contact email me at lmrainbows@yahoo.co.uk for an informal chat.
Many thanks, Lyn
MESSAGE FROM ALL SAINTS CHURCH—CHRISTMAS NATIVITY TABLEAU
From Thursday 17th December All Saints Church in Lydiard Millicent village will have an
outside life-sized nativity tableau in place. Please come and visit the stable for
yourselves. Since it is outside there will be plenty of room for social distancing. When
you visit you will be able to listen to carols, Bible snippets and stories of the different
characters present that first Christmas. It will be difficult for us to have our usual
range of Christmas services this year so we hope you can join us for this minicelebration. The tableau will be in place until Christmas Day.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX
Thank you to everyone who is enduring through this second lockdown and managing to
get their shoebox present packed! We now have a little longer with the deadline being
moved out to Sunday 6th December and this is now the morning of the shoebox blessing
service at All Saints Church, Lydiard Millicent during the 10.30am service.
In the meantime, you can still drop off your boxes (or collect empty
boxes and leaflets) in the church on Wednesday mornings between
10am and 12pm when the church is open for private prayer. If you
need to make a different arrangement please email Heather at
h.j.benn@gmail.com.
The appeal has gone very well so far despite the obvious difficulties. Some donations of
money have enabled the postal shopping for box fillers to top up all the generous
donations and knitted hats from our community. We have also been blessed with a
donation of several Lego wow toys so before the weather got to chilly, we did have a
small socially distant packing party with the wind whistling through the house and our
masks on. All went very well but eating the cake was tricky. We managed!
I believe the total figure hovers around 50 boxes so far and most of the transport
costs have been covered by other generous donations from church members. Thank you
everyone, keep safe and keep on packing! Let’s look forward to our blessing celebration
on the 6th December – See you there!
Heather Benn

FOREST SCHOOL
Thank you for all your donations for our forest school.

LYDIARD’S GOT TALENT!
During the October half term Josh played in two Tennis 9U
boys events. The first 9U comp at Portsmouth Tennis centre
was a grade 3 regional tour event with 16 players entered from
counties including Devon, Surrey, Middlesex and
Wiltshire. Josh won his 3 group games (7-3, 7-3), (7-2, 7-3)
and (7-4, 7-3). He then followed the impressive group wins
with a (7-1, 7-1) quarter final win. In a very tough Semi-Final
match Josh battled back against the player from Surrey, being
2 match points down in the final set to win (6-8, 7-4, 8-6). The
Final once again proved to be a very tough match for Josh
against the player from Exmouth but Josh won a closely
battled match winning in 3 sets again (7-5, 3-7, 7-5) to be the
G3 Winter Regional Champion. G3 is the highest competition
level for 9U age players.
Josh followed up his impressive G3 win with a G4 comp win at
Bradfield Tennis Centre, near Reading. Winning his 3 group
matches (10-0, 10-7, 10-4). In the Semi-Final Josh trailed 2-6
before fighting back to win 10-8. In the Final Josh completed
his impressive recent run winning 10-8 to collect the winners
trophy.
Josh is currently ranked as number 6 in the UK out of 649 players at 9U boys level.
Amazing, well done, Josh!
If you would like your child to be mentioned for an out of school achievement, please
email admin@lydiardmillicentceps.org with ‘Out of School Achievement’ as the subject.
In the email, please include what you would like mentioned. Unless you state otherwise,
we will use a child’s first name and their year group.

LYDIARD MAGAZINE
Well done to Alfie from Class 5 for designing
the winning entry for the front cover of
the Parish Magazine December edition.

MESSAGE FROM ALL SAINTS CHURCH
December Letter 2020
Certainty and Uncertainty at a time of Global Pandemic.
Very few people doubt the Second World war took place. Thank you for those who came
to the act of Remembrance on Remembrance Sunday and on Armistice day in the
Churchyard. Yes the Second and First World wars did happen, they were real events
that caused death on an unimaginable scale, and those remembering in the cold of an
English churchyard did so to keep alive those memories and thank God for deliverance in
two global conflicts.
Fast forward to 2020 and we meet for Christmas (originally = the Mass of Christ). You
will not find the word Christmas in the Bible, but it is when we all remember that God
took a risk. You may believe that, or say it is just a legend. The Medieval Church and the
Victorians may have embellished the story. But this we know that a Galilean couple as
Luke records were betrothed and that meant a wedding was on the way. Their families
would have agreed the arrangement. No woman in Israel would risk getting pregnant
before marriage, it meant being ostracised. The BBC film “The Nativity” depicted this
very well with Mary having to flee Nazareth for the safety of her cousin Elizabeth who
took her under her wings, both being pregnant with child in unexpected circumstances.
Luke and Matthew tell us that Mary gave birth to Jesus, in Joseph’s hometown of
Bethlehem. Matthew tells us how the couple once the child was older were visited by
Magi/Wise men from the East, and then had to flee Herod for sanctuary in Egypt.
Shepherds who were told to go and see the Christ child and Magi/Astrologers who
brought gifts and worshipped the new-born King: These are the bare facts. St John
gives the “global” perspective talking of the word who “pitched his tents amongst us”,
one in whom we saw light and truth made incarnate in a human being.
I will remember, and I hope you do too, in years to come that we are celebrating the
birth of Christ during a global pandemic. The totally unexpected has become real. Into
this event of Covid 19 (which was not expected and none of wanted) what Luke, Matthew
and John tell us about Jesus’s birth gives us ,I believe, enormous encouragement. If
what the gospels say is true, God took a risk (at a time of great suffering, viz Herod’s
actions) and it worked. He ensured his son was born into a family who cared for him and
protected him. Despite initial issues, Joseph and Mary were happy bringing up Jesus and
his siblings. They avoided Herod, they settled back in Nazareth, and they raised a Son
who would become the Saviour of the World. Born into a carpenter’s family he had to
borrow a crib as a baby, borrow a boat to preach from as an adult, and borrow a cross to
die on. But his birth and death and resurrection changed history and it can change lives,
yours, and mine.
Encounter him this Christmas through our Online services and with our Nativity Tableau,
and through a Christmas Midnight Mass and Christmas day service. I am uncertain about
how Christmas celebrations will work out, but am completely certain that it will be good,
exceptionally good. Tudor Roberts
We hope to do Christmas Midnight Holy Communion at 11.00pm and Christmas Day family
service at 10.00am in Church. Most of our other Christmas services will be online:
www.allsaints-online.org.uk or phone 07880 611337 for details.

SAFEGUARDING
ONLINE SAFETY
With children indoors and spending more time online during this second lockdown, it's
important to continue creating opportunities for conversations about online safety.
CEOPs #OnlineSafetyAtHome packs are still available to use at home. These include fun
activities, conversation starters and practical tips.
CAR SEATS
You must make sure that any children in the vehicle you’re driving are:


in the correct car seat for their height or weight until they reach 135 centimetres
tall or their 12th birthday, whichever is first



wearing a seat belt if they’re 12 or 13 years old, or younger and over 135cm tall

You can be fined up to £500 if a child under 14 isn’t in the correct car seat or wearing a
seat belt while you’re driving.

PARKING & COMMUNITY
We ask that all parents park safely around our school locality and that access to the
lane and driveways is never compromised. Under no circumstances
should parents park on double yellow lines or disobey the parking
restrictions in the village.
Please ensure children are supervised at all times walking down the
lane and drivers are extra cautious where children are walking
and/or getting in/out of their cars.

NUT FREE SCHOOL
Our school aims to be a nut free school as we have children with
severe food allergies. We therefore ask you to ensure that
products containing nuts are not brought into school for any
purpose. Many thanks for your support with this.

NOVEMEBER BIRTHDAYS
CLASS R - Lamar, Annabel, Brad, Mia
CLASS 2 - Aveline, Evleen
CLASS 3 - Landon, Maisey, Savannah-May
CLASS 4 - Ben, Joshua
CLASS 5 - Joshua, Alfie
CLASS 6 - William

DIARY DATES
Dec

1

Year 2 - Victorian Day - Children can dress up as a Victorian

4

Year 5 - Topic Day - Children can dress up as evacuees

Wb 7

KS2 Christmas Experience

Wb 14

EYFS & KS1 Nativity, Christmas lunch, parties and Christmas Jumper
day.

18

End of Autumn Term
Break up at 1.30 pm

Jan

4

Term 3 starts

